
Parent Connection 

In this Age of Information, it’s hard to imagine what it must have been like for Josiah when an old scroll was discovered 

in the Temple. Children today have access to all kinds of information: an almost overwhelming supply of books and 

magazines, mass media pumping out facts and figures and opinions at a shocking rate. Internet search engines that in 

seconds can list and link to millions of instructive sources. We could spend our whole lives acquiring information from 

this plethora of sources! How could one old scroll, lost for years in a rubbish heap, have anything relevant to say to kids 

in the 21st Century? 

There must have been people in Josiah’s day who wondered why all the fuss over an old roll of parchment. We’ve gotten 

along for years without it, who needs it now?  

At the Children’s Conference I attended last week, one session was on teaching our children how to have 

“community” with others. With our world of technology, children  will need to be taught how to talk to each other. 

This can be done by using “open ended” questions and giving guidance on how to be a “good listener.” So last week 

during our snack time, the children were asked this question, “If you were the “King/Queen” of Elkhart, what would 

be the first thing you would do?” There were a lot of cute answers.  

Josiah became King at age 8. “In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah supervised the restoration of the Lord’s 

Temple.”  (2 Kings 22:3-5)  During this restoration, a scroll—which was the Book of the Law—was found.  King Josiah 

tore his clothes in despair because he realized that  the people had not been obeying what the  scroll said. God’s Word, 

buried and forgotten for so long, had a tremendous impact on a king, and then on the entire nation. 

God’s Word still speaks to people today, sustaining us in difficult days, guiding us through tricky situations, challenging 

us to turn from our self-centered ways. God’s Word builds our understanding of Jesus and  provides remarkable insights 

that apply to every area of our lives. While the people and events of Scripture are from a time and culture that seems far 

removed from modern life, the message of Scripture continues to  resonate as the most timely and up-to-date resource 

we know. Of all the books and  information to which we have access today, there is nothing we need more than what 

the Bible has to offer. 

So, since the family unit is the greatest influence a child has, what would our children and grandchildren say about the 

importance of the Bible in our homes? Is God’s Word a buried and forgotten book  on Monday—Saturday? Our    

children and grandchildren are watching. How would they answer this question: “Is the Word of God important to 

your family?” 

The Big Question 

Why is the Bible important? 

The Big Answer 

The Bible is like a treasure; it helps me know 

how to live, and how to love God and others. 


