
 

Do we have to go to church?” is a not an uncommon query in many families. When put like that, parents try to 

come up with a wise and thoughtful answer that will settle the issue once and for all. Others worry that the     

question is an indicator that the child is having a crisis of faith, something most parents do not expect until       

adolescence. Or, fearful of generating rebellion against church attendance, some parents back down and let the 

child decide when to go and when not to. 

While there is no single, simple answer that will cause the child to always look forward to going to church, here 

are a few explanations that really can be helpful: 

Actually, we don’t ever really ‘go to church,’ because we are the church. The church is people, all the people who 

love and follow Jesus. So, we’re going to meet with some other people who love Jesus, too. 

We don’t go to church because we have to; we go because meeting with other Christians helps us to do good 

things the rest of the week. And we can help them, also. 

Think of it sort of like a soccer team. Sometimes athletes don’t feel like going to practice, but they know that if 

their team doesn’t practice, they won’t do well in the games.  When we start skipping church, pretty soon we’ll 

have a harder time following Jesus. 

What if your family never ate any meals together? What if each of your family members just grabbed something 

out of the refrigerator whenever  they got hungry?  Your family would miss out on a lot of talking together and 

laughing together and probably you wouldn’t end up as much of a family. 

It’s even more important for followers of Jesus to meet          

together regularly. 

“Why do you think we go to church every week? "We 

learned a simple verse this week. We go to church to 

"...encourage one another...And to build each other up." 

The Big Question:                                                                        

Why Do People Go to Church 

The Big Answer: When I am a part of a church family, I 

can learn together how to love and follow Jesus 

Thanks for making an eternal difference in your family! 


